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preceded the war and tried to put In fruch impossible
combinations as he could brng together For instance
we may safely put aside as absurdities the statement
that the sun and the moon were eclipsed at the same
time [Chandradityawubhau grastau ekanha hi trayoda-
shim (Bhishma parva)] or the statement that Arundhati
went before Vasishtha among the Saptanshis These
may be classed with absurdities in the animal world men-
tioned further on such as the birth of a cow from a mare
or a jackal from a dog (Govatsam vadava sute shwa shri-
galam Mahipate, &c ) Rejecting these we come to the
mention of the planets occupying or oppressing two sets
of constellations OL Nakshatras on which principally
this theory is based In the days of the original Bharata
the planets were probably not known, and even if they
were, their progress along the several constellations
could not have been marked The progress of the
moon and the sun was no doubt known and chalked
out It was in fact the basis of the measurement of
time We usually find in old works, even down to
the Buddhistic Tripitikas, events marked by a re-
Terence to the position 6f the moon among the constel-
lations Such observations ab the following made by
Balaram are typical of these days * Pushyena sampra
yatosmi shravane punaragatah (Gadaparva ) ' We will,
however, try to explain to the reader how Modaka
and his followers argue their date from the double
positions of the planets, doubtful as they are,
mentioned in the Mahabharata as we have it at the
present day and we will show how far their theory is
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